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lonica, concerhing: the'State'of the Dead, of ſuck-as 
had laid.down their Lives for the fake. of Chrilt, 
and indeed- of all ehaetruly believe in him ; Iwoktd 
net have you to be ignorant, Brethren, concerning then whith 
are aſleep ; it-15 a--Marter of great: Importance, atid 
therefore would not have you lye under any Dov 
- or Miſtakes herein, *bur deſire you tmay have as 
full an* Underſtanding of the thing, as the Golpel 
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i Revelation will afford you, /,, 
+2, 'The Deſign, which the Apoltle had in clear- 
: 10g up theſe Notions to them,. and that was to re- 
. preſs thoſe Exceſſive Griets and [nordinate Sorrows, 
which they had conceived upon the Account of their 
Departed Friends, for wane ofa right Apprehenfi: 
'on and ſteady Belief hereof © © 
:3- We have this Sorrow more particularly de- 


{crib'd, viz, It was like theirs who had 1 Hopr; 
Stich who either abſolutely denied the Trimortality 
of the Soul, and the Certainty of a Future State, as 
the Sadduces among the Jews, and. the Epicureans a- 
mong the Gentiles : Or, ſuch who had, but faint Ap- 
prehenſions and doubrful Gueſles thereof, as*the 
Generality of the Heathens, who had no other Di- 
reRtion herein but the Light of Nature.” No Won- 
der toſee ſuch vent their Sorrows in an Extravagant 
Manner, when all their Hopes wereterminared on 
this {ide the Grave, and when once gone, they fear'd 
cthere' was to be no more Remembrance of chem or 
.their Friends forever.  _ 45 
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| of the Number of «bye whom Grief overcame''\ Narure; i 
ſeems, was there too ſtrong for his Philoſo 1; tho: 
ar other times none-oubraves/the Misfortancs of * 
Life,” or the Terrors of Death at a higher Rate, as if 
they had notthe leaſt Power totmovehis Wiſer Man. 
3« Such Sorrows-are:the proper intimations of 
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Faula, becauſe ar the Death « any of her Chil 
the greatnels of her Sorrow brough hereventothe 
Bripk ofube Grave ; Take no bedvineſs to Heart, ſays 


the wiſe Jew, drive it away, and remember the la bo: 
i Af Eo thou, / 


ne.in. bh e be noaning. of thoſ; 
Blet led, Bf ages ic not, orpaſt (Recor, and 


, "tis, canſels'd, may wake a deeper 
IT according to: the, Worth of 
the 1 Bog the [Bs of the Relation, or che need 
we had of þ is AſbRance;: in ſuck Cales quicker and 
deeper Rel nements may De allowed ; but beic as 
affliftive as we can imagine, i-will not juſtifie the 
Chriſtianco exceed the Bounds of Decency, he muſt 
uot ſorrow as thoſe that bave 6 ah Bots: --:1 

1. Such Sorrows-are uſclels and nnpralindila and 
therefore-not fic Buſineſs for a Chriſtian co be em- 
ployed in long, who has Work of far greater Impor- 
rance before himſuch deſigns to bring about, that he 
can "ſpare bur. lictle. leiſure for Trifle orafford to 
conſume his Time and Strength in. that which i is 
impertinent,. unattainable, 

ic my-Friend wasGood and Virtyous, he isaJrea- 


dy poſſeſs d of a far greater meaſure of Happineſs, 


than what this World could beſtow, and there re- 
mains in a joyful ExpeRation. of a fuller Blils at the 
Reſticution of his Body : And cherefore, why ſuch 
Outcries and Dircfyl Complaints, forthe Deparcure 
of that Soul which is now Triumphing, gladic hath 
cor looſe from a vain, troublelome, wicked, World, 

ang you grieve, it bay: a Priſoner here no longer. if 
ſuch. Bleſſed.Spirits did behold thoſe Scenes of Sor- 
row, >. ek Are, I ly 20a hace, Þelavy, hey 
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would pi our miſtaken Zeal} atid be"zeadyto be- 


ſpeak their Mourners, as*6ur” Szviour 'did the Wo. 
men which followed him-to- his Crucifixion, Weep 
not for me, but for your ſelves, and your Relations that 
furvive; we are kappy; andhave paſgd thoſe Ca- 
limities which "you that remala in the Body muſt 
fill conflict with. If again, the Petfon we vent 
our Sighs and Complaints for, was vain and uſeleſs, 
tivd Vicionsand Ungodly, and dyed withour giy- 
ing any toterable Hopes of a ſincere Repentance ; 
he is gone” to his place, neither our Tears nor our 
Pennances are of any Efficacy, forthe remitting of 
his Puniſhment, or for bringing him. back toliveover 
another Life, to correct the Errours of the former; ic 
cofts more to redeem their Souls, ſo that we muſt be 
forc'd to let that alone for ever * And indeed thoſe 
that are ſuch, are unworthy of our Sorrows, how In- 
 tirnate or Dear ſoever they have begn before; they 
cannot much deſerve our Pity, who did not deſerve 
it acthe Hands of our Merciful Father. Thus Das 
vid is faid to be comforted, within a while after the 
Dearh of his Son Amnon, though the circumſtances 
thereof were lamcntable enough, poſſibly upon the 
Conſideration of his being fo Lewd and Diſſoluce a 
Perſon, and therefore nor deſerving to be the Sub- 
je of any long continued Sorrow ; and we find, 'tis 
put down among the Puniſhments of ſuch, that 'The 
. memory of the wicked ſhall rot ; {6 that in both reſpeRs, 

inch inordinate Griefs are uſelefs and inſignificant. 
2, They are likewiſe fclfiſh, and'therefore-un-. 
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3a Roſe mw. $ 4h to: M aed by, higher 
love is ufually at the botcom of 
thoſe F live Sorrows, whatever pretences of Kind- 
| neſs. we make, ro. them; for wok. violent Paſſions 
are ſeldom exerciſed, but when our own latereſt is 
concern'd, and therefore ſuch complain not ſo much 
that their Friend is gone, 'as that they are left, chat 
they are deprived of his Society, and of thoſe Com- | 
forts they received thereby ; Or, that they muſt now 
deſpair of thole Helps an Aſlifances they expedted 
from him ; and-ſo 'tis not properly their a s Ab- 
ſence, bir their own Evils and Inconyeniencies 
which they deplore; for with ſuch the Remem- 
brance ſooneſt goes off, when they are ſupplied 
with Comforts and Aſbiſtances elſewhere. If, Ifay, 
the Cauſe of ſuch extream Paſſions were ſearch'd 
into, they would uſually be found to reſolve into 
this at the laſt; whereas true Chriſtian Sorrow has 
leſs of Noiſe and Pomp in ic, is more even and tem- 
perate, and ariſes from other Conſiderations. 

3- Such inamoderate Griefs very often proceed 
from a murmuring and diſcontented Spirit, which 
mult never be allowed the Chriſtian, be the AMicti- 
on, neveryſo ſevere ; they argue a Repining ar che 
Diſpenſations of Providence : Hence it is, that thoſe 
who give their Paſlions ſo much Liberty, ſeldom 
forbear venting themſelves inunhandſome Refle- 
ctions upon the Divine Providence:' Or- however, 
ſecretly tax it of Injuſtice or Partialicy, in the mana- 
ging of Aﬀairs here below. 
C 2 


Fo 
9 in * 

Þ, 
Ts? q a 


LIE £0 ve P 4%S4 A 
2 7 
; 


oY 
a. £2 

LE , 
—— 


, . 
3 - 
DJ ; 1 ps, * I & - "F 3 * : ” $ we " FIop _ 
% 4 k "Y ; T5 \ of 4 Fu. oF 5 A d Y 
" , = Ea db © REES. > K% 2: "v2 Y : k 2 
h ft ack : . ®-; F .4 ——_ 6 Fi ® aa f 5 Fax -« ef Oo 3 7 
S , : of > a + © gz" 
X * 4 -4 Fo FY * vo 
b- 46 ts K.4 a : $94 "= EY . : *) wa - - 


* LY 


our Faith, that we are nat fo fully convinc d ofthe. 
certainty of a future Being as we ought, that we give 
but too {light a Credit to 'what the Scripture has in- 
ſuck a cafe propos'd as the chiefSupport, and there- 
fore we ſorrow as thoſe that have no hope ;. for 'were we 
firmly perſwaded of an Immortalicy afterwards, and 
the immediate Happineſs of thoſe bo fleep vs 
with how calm and compos'd a Mind! Thenld we 
bear the Loſs : Ic is for thoſe to fill the Air with 
Shrieks and Lamentations, that uſed ro give their 
#ternuin Yale to-the Aſhes of their Friends : But the 
Plous Chriſtian, by the help of his Faith, can-eafily 
view Eternity on the other ſide the Grave ;-for in- 
deed; he alone partakes of thoſe glorious. Hopes, 
thoſe great Aſſurances, which carvrender:-him-cruly 
Triumphant at fucha time: This brings me to the- 
Hſt Propoſition, Viz; 


- Thirdly, Thac @ right Underſtanding, and due 
Conſideration of what the Goſpel offers in ſuch ca- 
ſes, i the molt effectual MerhodFfor luppretfing all 
choſe inordinate” Pallioas : This Sr. Paid intimates, 
by theſe Words, I would not have you i2norant; Brethren, . 
conicering thoſe that are aſleep ;. as ihe had faid, Had 
bo but clear Apprehenſions of what the: Chriſtian 
eligion delivers, concerning, the State of your de- 
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ceafed Friends, your Griels would never be ſo excel: 
ſive, you would never behave your lelves in ſo in- 
decent, ſo deſpairing a manner, as thole poor Gentiles 
do with.whom you conyerle,. who have notavye 
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World” Tolla' emanſtration of theſe” importHic- 


Truths, "Alf our Saviour came, and 'bron br L 
Immrtalit tolight... "All beſrdes, might erru 
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ſomeimperfeR Guelles ati future Stareby 
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buc a partial imperfe&t Ha AE Sin re pett of what 
the Chriſtian, is ard O Bur alas! the Genera- 
licy .went- noe. {o tar, the common Cry wichthem 
was. much like the Ar guings of thoſe Fools in the 
Book of Wiſdom, Chap. 2. Our life 5s Jhort and tedious, 
and in the-death of man there is no remedy, neither was there 
any man, known to have. returned from the Grave . for. we 
are born at all adventiire, « and we | ſhall be hereafter a: as though 
we had never been, for the breath in our noſtrils is as ſmoak, 
x 4 little ſpark inthe moving of our wh | whe exe 


dl vaniſh as the ſoft Air Ou tine Ga) q dow that 
| paſſer away, and after our End wat F no returning, for 
it is faſt ſealed, fo that no man com '4 ain, Thus it 
was: with them, and. rruly By as otherwiſe 


with. their-Grave and i - ned F Rilo ophers, though 
they:made ſuch 8eeat "Flour hes, and ſome of them 
ralk'd.loftily abour the Joys 0 the ſeparate Soul, * _ 
were { pr in their Fancies, and form 
of them ſo inconſiſterit with themſelves, when't 
had Occaſion to diſcourſe on this Subject, (Gar of we 
y cafily unagine they were at a : Yrs pd, not 
much ſatisfied.chemlelves, in thar which theytay augh | 
the common People to. be clieve: In RA 
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rt)ra'ven tO: dye over Hand over,was hebu krone Re ep - 
reality” of what he had ſo oftery afferted; ang after- 
wards receiving hisSehrence, conelides his Apoles 
in this doubtful manner, Fam n0w leave the old, *: 
your Lot to live, and mine to dye, bia whither of i tipo / 
fare t the better ;4:e. (whether therebeany Exiftenceon 
'other {ide the Grave) mw mel ahis 1 bes, is unknown 
Wit God alont ; ſoit Confideritt had'thar great - 
Marreven at fuch a time, when he ſhonld yok been 
conſtant ro his former ' Reaſonings, 'and magdified 
his own Philoſophy: ” Hence we may ſafely aff 
©f a grear part of them, 'whar the Author Hike | he 
Book of Wiſdom ſays, that 4 for the Myſteries of God, [5 
they know them not, neither boped they for the was es s of F 
Righteauſneſs, nor diſcern da Reward) or blameleſs 
And now being thus wavering in their Mind F 
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unfx'd as to their Reſolutions © about an' nib 
liry, "what was there left to foitifie therh againſt the | 
fears of Dying ?” Nature's apt to ftart at the 
thoughts of a Diſſolution, even then Wd it is afſu- }- 
red it ſerves but as a Paſſage to that Life which. 
ſhall never end ; but hen it it looks upon icasthe ut- 


moſt Period of cheix ig,” as that which crumbles . 
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